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Getting a second opinion on the
health of your portfolio is as
important as a second opinion
before surgery. Two different
financial advisors may give you two
vastly different opinions. It's critical …
[Read more...]

According to a Federal
Reserve study,
Americans use debit
cards more often than
credit cards, but the
total value and the
average value of credit
card transactions are
higher than those of
debit card transactions.

the charge has been deducted from your
account, and it may take some time before the
funds are returned.

This reflects fundamental differences. A debit
card acts like a plastic check and draws directly
from your checking account, whereas a credit
card transaction is a loan that remains
interest-free only if you pay your monthly bill on
time. For this reason, people may use a debit
card for regular expenses and a credit card for
"extras." However, when deciding which card to
use, you should be aware of other differences.

usage is reported to credit reporting agencies.
A debit card has no effect on your credit.

Debit cards offer little or no additional benefits,
while some credit cards offer cash-back
rewards, and major cards typically include extra
benefits such as travel insurance, extended
warranties, and secondary collision and theft
coverage for rental cars (up to policy limits). Of
While consumers made 69.5 billion transactions
course, if you do not pay your credit card bill in
using debit cards, the total value of these
full each month, the interest you pay can
transactions was $2.56 trillion, with an average
outweigh any financial rewards.
transaction value of $37. Credit card usage
resulted in 33.8 billion transactions, with a total Credit history
value of $3.16 trillion, and a $93 average
Using a credit card responsibly can help you
transaction value.1
build a positive credit history because your
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Rewards and extra benefits

In general, you are liable for no more than $50
in fraudulent credit card charges. For debit
cards, a $50 limit applies only if a lost card or
PIN is reported within 48 hours. The limit is
$500 if reported within 60 days, with unlimited
liability after that. A credit card may be safer in
higher-risk situations, such as when shopping
online, when the card will leave your sight in a
restaurant, or when you are concerned about a
card reader. If you regularly use a debit card in
these situations, you may want to maintain a
lower checking balance and keep most of your
funds in savings.

Money management
Using a debit card helps ensure that you don't
overspend. Because purchases are deducted
right away from your checking account, you
aren't in the dark about how much you're
spending. You can quickly check your balance
online or at an ATM, and see which purchases
are pending.
A credit card offers you the flexibility of tracking
your monthly expenses on one bill, which can
help you establish and stick to a realistic
budget. A credit card can also be used in
emergencies.
Considering the additional protections and
benefits, a credit card may be a better choice in
some situations — but only if you pay your
monthly bill on time. The good news is, you
don't have to choose just one option.
1

U.S. Federal Reserve, 2016 (2015 transactions,
most recent data available)

Merchant disputes
You can dispute a credit card charge before
paying your bill and shouldn't have to pay it
while the charge is under dispute. Disputing a
debit card charge can be more difficult when
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Shopping for a New or Used Car
It's time to replace your current car. But should
you buy a new car or a used one? Consider the
following advantages and disadvantages of
each as you shop around for the vehicle that's
right for you.

Buying a new car

Should you buy a
brand-new car or a used
one? Consider these
factors.

Advantages. That new-car smell, a clean
interior, and the latest technology and safety
features...there's no denying the appeal of
buying a new car. Aesthetics aside, there is an
additional advantage to buying new: starting
with a blank slate. You won't need to worry
about how the previous driver treated the
vehicle. Ownership of a new car comes with the
freedom to decide whether to modify the
vehicle, how much to drive it, and how much
insurance to carry (although your lender may
impose some minimum requirements if you
take out a loan to buy the car). Bear in mind
that there are also state requirements as to how
much insurance you need.
The warranty on a new car is typically much
better than a used one, offering you greater
protection against any defects that may cause
your car to malfunction in the first few years of
ownership. A new vehicle also comes with
benefits like roadside assistance, higher fuel
efficiency standards, and the latest safety
features. These features help make your car
safer to drive, which can provide you with
peace of mind.
Disadvantages. The major downside of buying
a new car is the hit it will take on your wallet.
New cars tend to cost more than used cars for
the same make and model, and they also
depreciate in value more quickly. In fact, a
vehicle loses the majority of its value in the first
few years of ownership.
And remember, your new car won't stay new
forever. Eventually, the new-car smell will fade,
dents and scratches could appear, and the
interior will experience wear and tear.

might not even notice a difference between
buying a late-model used car with low mileage
and buying a new car.
Disadvantages. A used vehicle comes with
many unknowns. You probably won't know why
it was traded in or how it was treated by the
previous owner. As a result, you may need to
be prepared to pay for required maintenance
sooner than you would on a new car. You'll
want to have a reputable mechanic check out a
used vehicle before you buy it. Though you'll
have to pay a mechanic for this service, it could
end up saving you from paying costly repair
bills down the road.
Bear in mind that your choice of models and
options is much more limited if you decide to
buy a used car. If you have your heart set on a
specific kind of car or certain features, this
might mean that you'll need to spend a much
longer time shopping around.

Additional considerations
Whether you choose to buy a new or used car,
make sure you consider the following questions
as you go through the car shopping process:
• What do you like and dislike about your
current car?
• How will you use the car? Will it be a
commuter vehicle that's driven on highways
daily, or will it be used less frequently around
town?
• Do you need a larger car with a roomy trunk
and plenty of seating to accommodate your
family, or will a smaller two-door car suit your
needs?
• What kinds of features are on your wish list?
Do you want a car with the latest technology,
or one with a leather interior? Is there a
particular body style that you'd favor over
another?

If you prefer to trade in your car for a new one
every few years, explore leasing as an
alternative to buying a new car. Monthly lease
Buying a used car
payments are generally lower than the
Advantages. Even if you can afford a new car, payments on a loan to purchase the same
buying a used car can be a smart alternative. In vehicle. But leasing a car could mean that
addition to saving on the upfront cost, you're
you're required to carry more insurance than if
also likely to save on insurance because used
you purchase the car. Plus, lease contracts can
cars tend to be less expensive to insure than
be confusing, so make sure you know exactly
new cars.
how they work to avoid paying more than you
Compared to new vehicles, used vehicles tend need to.
to depreciate less rapidly. Chances are that a
Buying a car is an important financial decision.
used car's previous owner paid for the bulk of
Do your research and understand how this
depreciation.
purchase will affect you in the short term and
Since most modern cars can go 100,000 miles
or more with few mechanical problems, you

the long term to make the most out of your new
ride.
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Marriage and Money: Taking a Team Approach to Retirement
Now that it's fairly common for families to have
two wage earners, many husbands and wives
are accumulating assets in separate
employer-sponsored retirement accounts. In
2018, the maximum employee contribution to a
401(k) or 403(b) plan is $18,500 ($24,500 for
those age 50 and older), and employers often
match contributions up to a set percentage of
salary.

Open communication and
teamwork are especially
important when it comes to
saving and investing for
retirement.

But even when most of a married couple's
retirement assets reside in different accounts,
it's still possible to craft a unified retirement
strategy. To make it work, open communication
and teamwork are especially important when it
comes to saving and investing for retirement.

Retirement for two
Tax-deferred retirement accounts such as
401(k)s, 403(b)s, and IRAs can only be held in
one person's name, although a spouse is
typically listed as the beneficiary who would
automatically inherit the account upon the
original owner's death. Taxable investment
accounts, on the other hand, may be held
jointly.
Owning and managing separate portfolios
allows each spouse to choose investments
based on his or her individual risk tolerance.
Some couples may prefer to maintain a high
level of independence for this reason,
especially if one spouse is more comfortable
with market volatility than the other.
However, sharing plan information and
coordinating investments might help some
families build more wealth over time. For
example, one spouse's workplace plan may
offer a broader selection of investment options,
or the offerings in one plan might be somewhat
limited. With a joint strategy, both spouses
agree on an appropriate asset allocation for
their combined savings, and their contributions
are invested in a way that takes advantage of
each plan's strengths while avoiding any
weaknesses.

who isn't an active participant in an
employer-sponsored plan, to keep his or her
retirement savings on track. Fortunately, a
working spouse can contribute up to $5,500 to
his or her own IRA and up to $5,500 more to a
spouse's IRA (in 2018), as long as the couple's
combined income exceeds both contributions
and they file a joint tax return. An additional
$1,000 catch-up contribution can be made for
each spouse who is age 50 or older. All other
IRA eligibility rules must be met.
Contributing to the IRA of a nonworking spouse
offers married couples a chance to double up
on retirement savings and might also provide a
larger tax deduction than contributing to a
single IRA. For married couples filing jointly, the
ability to deduct contributions to the IRA of an
active participant in an employer-sponsored
plan is phased out if their modified adjusted
gross income (MAGI) is between $101,000 and
$121,000 (in 2018). There are higher phaseout
limits when the contribution is being made to
the IRA of a nonparticipating spouse: MAGI
between $189,000 and $199,000 (in 2018).
Thus, some participants in workplace plans
who earn too much to deduct an IRA
contribution for themselves may be able to
make a deductible IRA contribution to the
account of a nonparticipating spouse. You can
make IRA contributions for the 2018 tax year up
until April 15, 2019.
Withdrawals from tax-deferred retirement plans
are taxed as ordinary income and may be
subject to a 10% federal income tax penalty if
withdrawn prior to age 59½, with certain
exceptions as outlined by the IRS.

Asset allocation is a method to help manage
investment risk; it does not guarantee a profit or
protect against loss.

Spousal IRA opportunity
It can be difficult for a stay-at-home parent who
is taking time out of the workforce, or anyone
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Each month, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics publishes the
Employment Situation
Summary report based on
information from the prior month. The data for
the report is derived primarily from two sources:
a survey of approximately 60,000 households,
or about 110,000 individuals (household
survey), and an establishment survey of over
651,000 worksites.

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Results from each survey provide information
about the labor sector, including the:

Securities offered through LPL
Financial, member FINRA & SIPC .
Investment advice offered through
360 Wealth Management, LLC, a
registered investment advisor. 360
Wealth Management and SLA
Group, LLC are separate entities
from LPL Financial.

• Total number of employed and unemployed
people
• Unemployment rate (the percentage of the
labor force that is unemployed)
• Number of people working full- or part-time in
U.S. businesses or for the government
• Average number of hours worked per week
by nonfarm workers
• Average hourly and weekly earnings for all
nonfarm employees

families, and the country as a whole can be
negatively impacted. Workers and their families
lose wages, and the country loses the goods or
services that could have been produced. In
addition, the purchasing power of these
workers is lost, which can lead to
unemployment for yet other workers.
Investors pay particular attention to the
information provided in this report. For instance,
a decreasing unemployment rate may indicate
an expanding economy and potentially rising
interest rates. In this scenario, stock values
may rise with expanding corporate profits, while
bond prices may fall for fear of rising interest
rates. Advancing wages may also be a sign of
higher inflation and interest rates, as well as
greater economic productivity.
Generally, the Employment Situation Summary
report provides statistics and data on the
direction of wage and employment trends —
information that can be invaluable to investors.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
when workers are unemployed, they, their

What is gross domestic product, and why is it important
to investors?
GDP, or gross domestic
product, measures the value
of goods and services
produced by a nation's
economy less the value of goods and services
used in production. In essence, GDP is a broad
measure of the nation's overall economic
activity and serves as a gauge of the country's
economic health. Countries with the largest
GDP are the United States, China, Japan,
Germany, and the United Kingdom.
GDP generally provides economic information
on a quarterly basis and is calculated for most
of the world's countries, allowing for
comparisons among various economies.
Important information that can be gleaned from
GDP includes:
• A measure of the prices paid for goods and
services purchased by, or on behalf of,
consumers (personal consumption
expenditures), including durable goods (such
as cars and appliances), nondurable goods
(food and clothing), and services
(transportation, education, and banking)
• Personal (pre-tax) and disposable (after-tax)
income and personal savings

• Residential (purchases of private housing)
and nonresidential investment (purchases of
both nonresidential structures and business
equipment and software, as well as changes
in inventories)
• Net exports (the sum of exports less imports)
• Government spending on goods and services
GDP can offer valuable information to
investors, including whether the economy is
expanding or contracting, trends in consumer
spending, the status of residential and business
investing, and whether prices for goods and
services are rising or falling. A strong economy
is usually good for corporations and their
profits, which may boost stock prices.
Increasing prices for goods and services may
indicate advancing inflation, which can impact
bond prices and yields. In short, GDP provides
a snapshot of the strength of the economy over
a specific period and can play a role when
making financial decisions. All investing
involves risk, including the possible loss of
principal, and there is no guarantee that any
investment strategy will be successful.
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